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Firstly thank you to the members r,rho sent me contributions for th.e newslettqr,
ttrere is enough for another issue but more articles would be appreciated.

Forthcoming lleetings

SOUTH LONDOI{ WARLORDS

tfargasi.IrB atrd lliLitary l4odelling Club

trIe invite you to come to the best social event of the I{argauing Year:-

Ihe South Londor. tlarlorCsf 'MARGATE '78r on OCTOBB. 6-7-8th. 1978

at the WINTER GARDENS, MARGATE.

This will be the very best in r^r-argaming and rela*ed activities"

The whole event is designed with the emphasis on active participation by
ever)rone. Apart from the usual open day attractions we are holding the
tr{arlord Tankard, an open trIarganing competition in 25nrn for various periods.
Also being heLd is a painting competition, details to fol-low shortly.

There will be plenty of room for anyone to have a friendly game so just bring
yirur army, troops or board game8 and enjoy yourseLf.

This year we hope to repeat otr even enlarge the very popular and exciting
re-.enactment, full dress Militaire and Pageant, Societies who proved so
enLertaining last year. In a<idition i^re are holding short informal taiks by
ve1l rnown names of general interest to ttre modeller and warganei, (nothing
too heevy thr:ughl)

TIIE MAIN THE}M OF MM }JiiOI,E EVENT IS AN ET{JOYABLE AND

FRIENDLY WEBKE}IT} A[{O}{G AND ASOUT WAAGA},{ET{.S AND }trAR,GAI{ING.

P1ease note: Entrance is FREE.

J. N. Bridge,
Open Day Co-ordinator.

NEXT CLUB MEETINGS

Sunday, November 5th (lst Sunday of eaeh nonth) : 2.15 p.rn. at St. Thomasr Ha1L,
Vale Avenue, Southborough, Tunbridge WeLls, Kent.

Monday, Noveaber 20th (3rd Monday of eaeh month) at "Cross Keys'n Pub,
St. Johns Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

EECE}rT MEETINGS

Jt]LY About 4O merrbers present and 12 games playeri. IncLuding 5, W[,I2,
l middle Earth, a ECW garre, arr A.CW one, Napoleanic and Ancient
al-so a Renassaince Siege.

Conp. Winners: Vehicle :

Figure:
IInit:

LP.DG Truck A. Waites .

Flat General" tI. Taylor

Russian Nap. Inf . R. llaason
I
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AUGUST About 2-B preecct, 11 ganes.

3 P,enaesc.jnce (1 canpaign)
1 }iapoteai:i-c
1 ACI.J

1- Ilepoleanoic NavaL
2 x 1;300th l{odern
t x Ll76rh I,I[{II.

Con:p. Results : iJU }'.nights G. Charl.es
tr'3 Sp gun on base Hugh Munro
SFI-O Gar,sd Knows What I
Elf. Kevin OrSullivan

Conp. Resul-ts s SF Goblin
V. SF VehicLe
WU. Scots Pikes

F.nigi.ts

T. Ler:non
T. Lermon
C. llcl,eod
11. Iranklin

For SaLe

3L eopies cf ttre nagazine $I.W"1I inclu<li*g 2 folders.

Price f,14.80p o.n,o;

See Peter England.

4-t1anl1ig_rig :res.

As r*entioncd i.n the Jirl1, issue, Atlantic Figures are notr availabLe from
various shops, inciuciing l,tiniature l,rtarfare or: the Pantiles, Tunbridge lieils,
who stock the r.rhole 00 range. These Italian figures are comparable to
Airfix O0/i1O figures in material and, generali-y, size, though neturally they
are sLightly more expensive, being 94p for a sei containing beLwcan 50 and 70
pieces. This is stil1 prett,llcheap compared u,*ith arry kind of netal figures,
thougho and they can aLso be b,:ught in sr:ulll-er sets of about 12 to 2O pieces
for 22p. They cover many things not included in /rirfix ranges. In the .{ncient
Period they include Ronans. CliviEcleo<l tel1s ne he doesnit think the actual
figures are very good but he has e set containing sone really superb Siege
Towers and ttrere is aaother roith three splendid catapults in it (these larger
setse containi.ng large nunbers of figures as well-, sei-l for i3.0O upwarcls).
Then there are Greeks, suitable for the Classieal period of Greek \,narfaree
good figures; large seEs include a huge one with two nagnificant Greek galleys
in it: Trogans * f,ine figures, excellent f,or Archaic Greek arnies too, rr'i.tli
chariots etc: and Egyptians * good warriors, quite reasonable charioEs Eooe
and a huge range of cir,'iiians, pharaohs, muimies etc. rr'ith large sets includin..r
a Sphinx and an Egyptian temple (the Greeks have a temple set. too, anrl one
incluCing Ehe famous l,Iood.en Horse of Troyl). These latter woulcl nake very nice
Cioraiaas.

The rest of the range are'r,iorld i'Iar II figures. I was excj-ted to find that
they included Italian Alpiui and Bersaglieri, since I rather favour the
Italiaos and no-cne el-se makes any suitable figures, but I was very disappointed
i.a these sets, which I bel-ieve are among the first Atlantic rnade. The f,igures
are very snell (1ike earl-y Airfix ones) ewear a sort of non*descript British-
type battLedress which seens !,fforrg, and have sorre pretty odd supporting
oquipment suctr as e very post*r,rar looking snolrscooter. The Alpini, though, do
contain usef,ul ski*troopers, and pack aninals. The other trtrWII sets are very
nuch better, and the figures are, if anything, a little larger than Airfix_

SEPIEI{BAR: 30 nerrbers present. Ganes included D & D Farnee Renassiaace,
Napoleanic anC l'fedieval, E.C.1-J. and l.{acedonians 1r. R.ennans
using WRg 6th editicn (trial onLy) rul-es, aiso a I,JWD gane.
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George Gush

REPORT:

One':Day Napol-eonic Campaign 25tli June " !978

It,i the beneJ:ii of f,hcse rrct present, I had betrer expl"ain that this gane was

Eicre ci; tess an atEer"rpt tc tignt a large:scale l{apoi.eonic action without having
excessive nuribers of Lroops in any single baLtle, giving Comreariders a chance

tc 6ake scrrc strategicaL or grand-leaeticai- decisions as well as exercising
purely taetical conirol cn Lhe table top. f'orces were irritially rlcved cn the

i,*p UV co;:r:anders--in-chief (Pau1 C,:lebrooke for Lhe French arrd Graham Charles

fcr the A1lies - tsritish, Austrians, Spanish, Portuguese, Brunswickers gte'):
each seeing oaly his or+n troops, raitt^ infor:::iation:ln.d ccntaets r,rifh the enemy

bei-ng signlti-ea. by the Uiapire (George Gush): _vhen a battle occurred, cor,'rqanders

of foreei -urithin ! h"*u" t dista*ee coulci decicle to "march tc ttre sor:nd r:f the
guns" and would join in fhe aetion, aff"er a suita!:le de1-a"y, fron whatever
iireetion they wlre coning on the nap. Those rorho did le-t decicie to dr: Ltris

were nor- subsequerrtly ailcwed to enter that se*re a'ctii:i, a rule intenderl to
stop C ir: Crs overruling su-bc-rdinatest decisicrns on ti:is rnatter, but nct
entirely saEisfectory in its operation: it 1ed to sone of, the /rllies Rever

being engagerl at all (including ttre ineredibly pcrr,rerful Househcld C,avalry

erigide)l ttr""gH Lhese trcops ,lid *',attoge Lo capture sevela'-l Eor'ms, each of
which countcd 1,000 points to the possessor at the errd" Otheruisee frcops
killed or routed cff table counted their pcint.s value tr-ost, priscners hatf
-Jaluep troaps retreated frc::;r table full- points, but couldn?t fi.ghc again ia

"*",prign" 
TLe lacter rule rsouLd be important r+hen trccps who tratl lion n b:rttle

,rrlfr.i on to jo:i.n in another, but cn thj.s cccasion thi-s didn't aIfriallv
hr,ppen, the ori.gina.l- battl-es pioing oil toc iong to aliow it, a resutt parEl-rr cf
p.rrr"p" using ritLu, tc.o l.arge foices for the nunber ci generals aveilable, aad

partl-y of the way Ehings worked out, with a few Large batttes rather than a

large num'Ler af sr+aller ones.

ri gcod time seems to have bean had by a1tr- eoi'r:randers * al-'out 16 played
ei-Iogether - but if r.re dc another of these operations, the nap rules will be

,oruih.r r:cdified, as will the nuilbers, profiting by the lessons of this one'

One acivantage of a llrarBal:es elub is that ii <ices allcw one tc try out Ehis
kind of thing, and fight r+hi:t would be a respectai:,Le*sized battl-e if scaled
up. The forceu .r,gr51"I, contributed. by nany club meraLers - to al-l of whcm

nany,' thanks * comprised:

and fit in welL r,rith triarrior anctr llj-nchiiffe- lead tdtrjll figures. The Red Arny
set has a r.raCly out-gf-scale l,S'iG, about the size of a mediun field gun, but
provides sc,ne usefr-rt figures in fur tiats and one or twc> in great coats, to
vary the Airfix offerings. Similarrly, t-he other I','liII seLs nrovide extra
figgres not availsirle elsewhere - for e-xample, the lifrika idorps set hes men

in sun-helmeEs which you l*on't finci in other DAK sets. There are British
inf,antry, Anericans and Gernians, all quite goocl, and tr+o sets not produced by

any othlr fira, Frognen and Indian t'irny, Ehe latte.r nice figures suitabLe for
DeserE or Far East use.

The sets are attractivel-y packed in Lroxes (for the 94p and upward range) r.'hich

have a folding book-type top giving coloured pictures cf figures and details
of the *r*y ,ho'* (not- in the wonderful fra,cturad English which is used to
distingui"i, tfruir cheaper sets). To quote from the old Britisil set "In MaLasia
jungl-eI, i1 Birmania an* Neru Zealand, they fighted very couregeously against
it"-"rn"tlowing Japaneseoo.." (l) ttre British set includes, incidentatr-ly, a

scparate lSren g,rn i* each sprue of figures. The range also includes WiLd West

f,igures.
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Freneh : Infantry :
Cavalry Z

/^rti1lery;

/rLlies : Infantry :

Cavalry :

Artillery:

No. of figures
actualLy used

978
276
31 guns

1,003
307
36 guns

1,OOO pts
1,000 pts
1,000 pts

5Cl0 pts
1.,O00 pts
1,000 pts

90

l{o. of men etc. represented
under WF.G rules

,150 i:ren

"280 men
72 guns

50
L2

The difference in augrbers is accounted for by the higher quality of the French,
wiro included a whole <iivisicn cf la Garde, while the Al-lies included a whole
division of raw Spanish troops. The sides were alrncst exactly equal on WFG

poirrts, at about 13r3OO each. Both sides were org,enised as six infantry divisions
and six cavaLry brigades of varying size and power.

The canpaign resolved itself into four r,rajor battles. At Holsten, at the South
of the map, Graham Ctrarlesr Anglo*Portuguese division and Cava1"r1' Brigade,
and Tony Shoebridge's Freneh Division with the lsr.: Ctrirassier Brigade, fought
each 6ther to an incredibly bioody standstilL. A short distance to lhe Ncrth,
at Carlsburg, the Spanish Division and Carralry, under George Gush, were jcined
by Chris l{icholson with his Briti.sh Divisiorr to take on Michael Lucas with his
own Franco-Saxon <iivision and a Polish lancer brigade, supported by Nigel i'Ie11s

with a Gerraan divisi.on and the 2nd Cuirassier Brigade " For a tir,te the Allies
did quite we1L, but the Spanish quality was bound to Leil: much of their
force collapsed, ancl their general puslllanin:ously witharern, the rest., Leaving
Chris stilL holding oue valiantly, br.rt Carlsburg in French hands. Irr the
extrene north, r,Eest of Pils, l',Lalcoln Dcvers Angl-o-Ilrunsrsick division, suliporced
by a British cavalry brigade and an Austrian light cavatry 1-'rigade sneakily
sent throuEh the l"{assif CenErel to descend on the enemy flank and rear, fought
Russet Hanion with his u',rn Freneh division and e line cavalry brigade. Ttris
produced the one clear-cut Allied victory of the day, a* c,vert';heLming one,
but RusseLl held out so long that the Al.1iec1 forces involved were unaigl-e to
intervene elsewhere.

In the eentre, across Ehe F.iver Cointreau (a snaIl, fordable weterway) raged
the greatest battle of the day. The strangest French clivision, under
Clive Mcleod, faced the strangest :\llied one, the Austrians under John Hurst,
each with a eavalry brigade: ttre /rustrians were supported by ltichael Bor.oen,

with a British divisir:n, while cn the French side, Napoleon Cotebrooke decided
to throw j-n the Garde, hcrse and foot, giving a r':assive battle finai-ly vron

decisively by the French, who derived partieular benefit fron their cevaLry
advactage * this is where the absence of the Household Brigade was rea11y fe1t.

From this infornation submitted by the various cot*landers, the overall resu.!.ts
appear to be:-

FRET{CH Arirrq$

Tor^rns controlled:Tourns controlled:
Tuborg
Kronenbourg
CarLsburg
Half of HoLsten
Biere
Basse
Guns etc. captured

Flug sccre

PiLs
Artois
Ileinekin
Karling
Ilalf of llolsten
Guns etc. captured

L,0C0 pts
1-,000 pts
i,OOO ptr
1,000 pts

5OO pts
2OO pts

5,590 pts
plus score 4r7OO pts

I

48,900 -raen

1L,Oi;O nen
62 guns
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FRENCH. ALLIES

Losses c

At Carlsburg
At lioi.sLen
At Pils
At R. Cointreau

947 pts
970 pts

1,4O0 pts
72L pts

At Carlsburg
At HoLsten
At Pils
At E. Cointreau 2,194 pts

1r3
L12

5

85 pts
LO pts
2O pts

L

Lcsses 4ro38 Losses 5,310

Overall Score 11552 pts 0vera11 Score MINUS 610 Pts

French victoryl Rejoicing in streets of Parisl coronation of Emperor Paul
Sir Graham Charles fCS, CMe appointed deputy*goveaner of Fever Island, Brit
West Indiesl

Vive LtEnpereurl

George Gush

The LiraitaLions of Warflaming
by tJiel Faulkner

One of the numerous sourees of inaccuracy in wargaraing is th.a.t it places the
player in a far bette.r position to direct his forces than was ever av*iLable
io u r"nt-t.ife g-eneral. Not on1-y has the player irraediate access to all or Elost

relevant informition on which to base his decisions (he can see the whole

wargama), but once ttre Cecisions are made he can be sure they trill be carried
out (he actually moves the figures).

B.eal warfare is very differenL. In facte most campaigns and battl-es are won not
so much by the side that empleys the superior sfrategy and-tacLicse as by the
side that makes the fewest cock-ups. BatEies are essentiaLly contests betwe+n

two quantities of massi..re inconpetence and inefficieney, and thc side mcst

successful at cr:ntaininq it wins. Indeed, railitar-rl brilliange is rare - fiIOSt

generals are as thick uu t*o planks (which is why they are in the army) " And

even when somebody outstanding does attain important com:and, the chances are
that uhat he plans on paper wil-l not be suceessfull-y executed by his subordinates.
It follot,s also frore tiris, that there is a very large degree of sheer l-uch in
determining the outcorle of a miliEary operation.

Take an exampl"e: the campaign and battl-e of Antietam in the Arnerican Civil lolar.

In the late sur:uner of 1862, Lee ied the EebeL Army of Northern Virginia into
the North. He lost his opponent advaneing behi.nd a mountain range, and then
divided his army to seize- a handful of strategic objectives * the idea r'ras Eo

reunite and descend on the enemy later. However, at this stageo e big dose-of
luck was to en6er the scales and tip the balance canpletely aga-inst Lee. His
whole strategy col-lapsed when a nebll officer lost a copy of Leers ptan, which
was then foun6 by a group cf Federal soldiers lying on the grounrl (rhey would-

probably have ignorn,i it buE for Ehe fact that it wes \,lrapped round a bunch of
ci3arsl) "

At this point, McCle11an, conmanding the Yankee Army of the Potomac, knew Leets
A111ay was scatterecl ecross the Maryland countrysi-de. If he had attacked it
vi-gtrously, the Arny of Northern Virginia would not sinpLy have been defeated
buI wiped out, bit:by*bit. AnC thaE event wculd probably have ended the war'
Enters miliraiy stupiaity. l{cCle.1lan sirnply failed to grasp the magniEude of
the opoortunity r:ffered him and Leets Army was given time to reqroup.
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But that was not all. Itlhen McCle11an bumped into Lee at the Antietam Creek, he
had 9O,OOO nen with to oppose 30,000. If he had atqacked imnediately, it is
hard to see hou: the army of }lorthern Virginia could have survived. trdhen

McClellan did attack - on the following day - Lee had 4O,OOO; it wouLd prclve
to be just enough.

It should not have been, of course. I'Iith a nore that 2 : 1 advantage, the
Yankees should stil1 have crustred the Rebels. But the attack was bungled: units
went in, all cver the place, all through the dalr - corpe, di.risions, brigades,
and even regirrents, faileC to co'-ordinate their atEacks.

And chance played a part again at the end of the battle. The last najor Yankee
assault was turned back by 5,OOO Rebels arriving ori the fi.eld jusi as Burnsides
eorps was about to plunge into the weakened and faltering Rebei rir:ht. In shcrt
nobody did anything elever r"*rich had a significant impaet cn the outcome of the
Antietan Canpaign : Leerg strategy was gocd, but he coul-d not carr)' it out
because sone anonymous idiot lost a copy of his irLan; on the other hand,
McC1e1lan lost three ehances of destroying the Army of Northern Virginia because
he was a thcroughLy inept I'lilitary Cormander.

In conclusion, I would urge wargamers tc consider the follor,ring col:lnents on the
nature of reaL warfare, which, if true represent a rirajor criticis* of -warqaning
as accurate battl-e*recreaticn.

2. And even withcut this, most E;enerals are not capable of imaginative
strategic and tacticaL thinking anyway. For two reascns. First soldiers are
rarely iraaginative and often stupid. Second, very fer.r generals ever have more
than an inkling about what is actuaLly happening beycnd what they can see
(and even what they see is subject to misinterpretation)i i.e. even assurting
the necessary nentaL equipmeot, general"s do not have the knowledge necessary
to do brill-iant things

3. Ttrings So vTrong by sheer, unavoidable fluke * very often. This i-s not the
same as military stupidity" Often, of courseu plans go wrong bec*ltse somebody
somewhere gets it wrong. But there are ptenty of other occasions when plans
get messed up and nobody is real-i-y to blarae. Such occurrences are hard to
aLlow for in ldargaming"

rHE BlG BATTLE LEAGI"]E

Ihere is a possibility (definitely not a certainty yet) of the Ttrtr[dS taking
over the counttry of Havanc in the modern (post IAII^III) campaign run by R.oger
Conber, in which there is a whole (imaginary) world, each country run by a
different club or group. ?hey meet in hireC halls for oecasional ttr'Iorld

Gamest (i.e. arep movenent, diplomacy, production etc.) and hold huge battles
on hall flocrs when tr+o counEries clash. Ihe campaign has be.en semi-dormant
for about 9 months while the rules are re-written, but it is expeeted to
restarc about Septemi:er this year. CountriesB armies are based on actual
rnodels iiel-d so r*e would need a Lot of (particularly) jet fighters, missiles,
etc. (1 : 72 scale) and modern tanks and artillery (grcund forces mainly
1 ; 72 - L : 76 but 1 : 87 Minitaccles also allowed). The battles and
tworld-garnesu are held in the troncon area. !tre r,rould need, if r're go in (and ttrQ're
is nothing definitely decided yet) a number of pecpLe willing tc, ptay, organtse
production, end control mafl:moving etc. plus a larger number r'*ro wouLd only need
to take part in actual battles buto hopefully, wouLd contribute raodels etc.

I

1. l'he main couu:rand effort of an army is devoted to simply contrcllin.3 what is
a vast and eomplicated military instrunent. At the best cf times, it is a very
blunL and unwi.eldy one! at the worst, it is just a chaotic and meaningless
bustLe of indivi-r1'.ra1s. Just to keep the thing pointing in roughiy the right
direction and actual-1y m,:ving is an achie,.:enent. A11 this nt*.ns, ther'''er)'
little time anci energy is l-eft for imaginative strate.gy and tactics.
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We hope to get special o'ilavancu' canouflago and r.rarkings on specially-built
rncdel-s, but I^;T,III grounitr forces and mociern air-crafE can alsc be used in their
real colcur-scheinis and rnarki.ngs. Anyone interesteri can get further detail-s
from George Gush.

BOOK RIVIEI,I

r Battles irr l'lini.ature }iike i.cle PSL

rit f.4.95 this is a very expensive book for its size (i6C snallish pages' no

colour il-lustrations) tur- it is very interestirg. l'trot oniy i5 it the best of
the ver3r few books written abcut air uar'-ganing, but it has a great deal of
interesting and rrnusual. inforsation for anyfile iilterested in air warfare
generally. It is wriEten in a very i-ively anC amusing: st,rrtt3 and rnust be one cf,

the most readable warganes bi:oks ever. It contains g€rieral discussion of the
probtr-ens and possibillties of air r+argaming,.and datails o1 s1 lrely* or:iginai
lecti,:al game playecl in the ve:rtical irlane wit-h kit L l 72 aLrctafl made up as

Er,ro separ*t* totrl", of grounrl"-attack games, and:f Low tc figjtrt caripaigps
based on the BatEle of niitc.in anrl on Malfa" ,'ha:se at.! leiy interr"rsti::g indeed,
and there is nr: clorrbE that l,Iike Siricie real1-y knows irie $tuff encl he.s k''t's of
r:ri.ginal icleas, itough tkre unseientifie rrry lir.d, as i did, tha.t he dcesnrt
alr.{Iys explain things quite fully enough. Reeorxnenderl read to anycne inLerested
in air rsarfare.

- '4+eorge Gusir.

Postscf:ipt -tp Atlqlrtic Mod a,b-ovq:

Bev;ar.e the 'iiilJ2 battie sets vrhich contain out-of-period- sr:,ap-togeti:er tarrks etc
Hol,'reverrthe Afrika Korps are even better than d.cscribed.rthe set contai:rinA
EgpeIgtq headgear for alL figr-rresrwith a choice of sun-hehetrsteeL.helsetror
p"rk"d s"rvice cap. A paratroop slt purchased. at lllLir:-iature ltarfarer revealecl
that the paratroops are early smal1 figures and a bit nonclescri-ptrthough
useablerbut the set aISe includeclrin ad"d.ition to thc f\:11 advertise<l- nunber
of paras, as many fig:ures a.&i:I, this tjme policercomplete with rnotor-cyclists,
guard--c1ogs ancl handlers and other interesting mod-e1s. As they ore on the same

sprue as the paratroopersrit seems possible that you always get this bonus in
the Paratroop set !

DONTT FORGET: 0N SUNDAYTNOIfE&IBF,R 26ffi., Af KING CHARLIIST HALL' i'E HA\E AN 0ftrN
1iIIS.GAMING XMJTTING 3'OR i\M}tsERS O}- 1518 SOCIETY OT ANCIENTS A}ID P]XE A}ID SHOT

SoCIEILES,AS IrELL hS oTTffiRS INfmESTnD III TtioSE PERIoDS- AN OPPORIUNIIY T0
I\ffiT AND CHAT tiTTti 1rISIT0RS IROL{ OtrIER CLUBSTAS [[ELL AS T0 PLriY I'R]H$DLY 0R

CHAI\,PI0N'SHP GAIVIES
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