
I

LANI( A]\TD tr'II,E [}IE T"!T.liiI.S" }TEITSLTTTi]R

Fm]_983:

MARCE 1985I

A}RII 1983:

r.{AY 1983:

Very poor attenOance of only Eg* ,Ihp slx gB^?es lnprogress were a 25mm Ancient'betweer, Ind.ians antj.
p_uccess_ors! Atrvr tn 25an arso, ancl a Ebnm },Iaporeonioo
Mlcro Naval- and. a i,V[,'Z gane vuere also being ?ought,
and. to round things off, a Board.gane ca11ed nragon
Pasg 

"Lh.fortuneatly f rve lost the Competition resultso
Better turnout af z4 this month and very nnu.ch a
mi.cro size meeting, inclerd.ing I llaval_ games and. alfsooth l{odern neEi'ueen-.rJmy"ana f"nn"'ih" tviro
25mm battles u/ere once again a tiTapoleonic and a
1-6!h century. The usuaL Boardgame-rvas in. evid.ence,this tiroe being Scluad. Lead.er*
Comp lilinners: I]nit; frish },{usketeers - R"Al1an.

Others; Samurai - R.AIIan.
57 present this nonth and. a grand. total of I-1 'ri.,/ar*
ga,mes* rl0 ress_than 5 being_in the Napoleoni.c p"r:.oc.,
I::^!"ilg i1 ab:.ur, one in rs,am and trvi in i/io'oih,--'
{goo0. old Frengh belng bei"ten aII round)o A Vietnim25mn skirnish_rooked iery interJsti;t;; did a E,bnrnRomans v ir'lac ed.onlans arrci.ent battre ""oth""-g"il"u-"--incLuded. a lr,fedEeval-, a L/zooth iry]l',Z 

"na a eoiragameca11ed livlne Rlght.
about the se're number present this rnonth, but onry:"5. vfargam-es and-one_Boardgame in action. Thr"e oi-othe battles being ?Syy V,/fip, tvu-o .ut-irr-Uorop", theother ln the gesert,There was.hor,,;e""rl i refight ofGettysburg ln 5mm and a zb,ara Ar/.iJ g"*"'td vuatch overaS rlielLo
Cor:lp lrrrinnere: IInlt; Roman Cavalrff- S.Cl:urchiLl.

Iigg"g! I',Iat Sassanid - I{.Tay1or.Vehicle; Tank Transporter - L.ThomBson.I
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Well, here it is at LastS The l.ong awaiteC lssue of R and Fo Ttrs
been a tidy vuhil-e si:r.ce the l-ast issue came out, Septenber l-ast
year to be. exaot: The long d.elay being no fault of the tr]:l.itors by
the vr,ayr it rtvas due to laok of artleleso But now at last some raemb-
ers ha"ve bilthered. tc put pen to paper and."oYf€IL reacl orre

But more articl-es are stilL required. if vue are to have continuing
issu.es of the nevJsletter, so please keep the;r coningo

Editor.

,1 yldraIr_Jo+" sth (tst Sunday of each nonth) : E"15pm at St fhorae,srs

Tuesrlay-, ZLst and il8th (gra and 4th Tuesd.ay of each month) : ?irmat The Inperial, london Road, Southborough.
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By Dennis Redhead"

Dear DiarY,
Today will be a great day for &igla:ro" Before our host

stands that of the ]r,'ian of Bloorl"; but oul trust is in the loro and
ln Cro*r*ell, on ',,rihose personal s'i;aff I h.unbly serve o

Set agal.lst us in g:eat array; sore Leo0 or more horsemen, 1500 men
of pilces, and, -I vuou-Id hazard. nigh on 2500 mu-sketeers, with much
cannon besid.es o }tralbardierrner, and primitives vrrith g,.,ythes and ).ong-
bnurs are also to be seen amongst their nunber: and rvith the h[an of
Blcrocl, trnro of hj.s mo-:t Satanlc hencirinen: the rrriild young ?rln?, Til:enz
of tsra;rdenburg, and bru-tal- Colonel- Gusir"

I ha.rre no fea: of them hovuevern fhe good Lor:c1 has gathered about us
some of &:gtanti.s stoutest hearts this da) (and one or tvuo not so
stout - but mcle of him l-ater).
I iryonlcl venture cur assenbled. rnight 1n. the region of sone 1400
horse, including bolo IIazellriggIs troc,p: a great stancl of *oike, irr
a1l- 2800 strcng, and perhaps 1600 nusketraen" Illltha1l u,e too have
guns, great and. sna"li, anci. bands of nev,i recruits to ollr errgr:
poorly armed. be it ad,litted. and &s;261 cf no grea,'b enthi;siasm, bu.t
still serving to stcp bulletts otherwise d"estine,:t for the bodies of
better i:len6c.(6e

EoId. Cromrnell hlrnself Lead.s our host: but the Lord., ir hi s vLisri.om
has seen fit to car;se Cromvuell to entrust parb of orrr array to a
tirnid., Covenanting Scotchrnan .. one Co1n" Iiack I,oud.: ir, vuhom neither
Crouv.*uel-I nor my humble self can fj-ncr either val-our nor fire,.r.
E_h-q.-uxs_ f!_qq negg"-

ft is begu::.l A grca,t cannonade fror,r ivian of
Blood.ts (i,t, o"BIs) guns, &ssenblecl in a f earsome battery on & sna] l-
rise sone ,,&l-f rniLe dlstant fron i,vhere f sta,nd.: and the enem;r horse
are seen to be on the moveo

[o qy left, the greerter part of our horsemen, our great gurs, and
perhaps tvrio fifths or thereabouts of our foot. [nhe land there is
domlnated by long hilI, r,vhich rrrls fu1l from our positions to theirs:
and beyond that, fan:Iands, ,vuith a I-eafy lane wi"nding tirrough,
Before g-e,.p great.plSin? sr,r_eep-:-ng away to where atop a Lj.ttle hi1l,stand all thrie artillerie, both great and smal1: an-rl about me olr.rreserve horsemen, 500 in number, End. cur lesser cannonsr

To my right, steep hlIIs and vvoocled. cliff;. plunge in oonfusion:
narrov'r gorgesr lidggs and. rarrines abor;nd, though the;z run to wherefar;:stead.s ancl fields 1ie, cioser to the ener:ry-lines" Ato5l theserocky erj.es crouohes this Colno L[&ck Loud, urith a great pirt of ourfoot tlght about hirn, and a Regin:ent of I{orse. The-hill-s bristle
l'vlth our pikeiflen like a vast hedgehog: and from then, above the roar
o-f cannon, a voice faintly carries to Cromwel1, and me. It ls Cotr.,Iilack troud'' 

]]I.oo 
rye d.eployed. ar1 wrong o . . . . r'

'rfhey rve outmaaouvrecl us"f ...,,,r
iloataa'rf said this wouldnlt lvorkrr[re?re doomed., f teI]. ycu:

'IIIe1p. " I &eLp" "I Eeljl.u.Itt
'z

cloomecl . o ot!

TEr, BATTTE 0I' HOLLY GRO''r? 7.b44



fhei'me.n abcut me look iIr at ease* Ruinour sweeps our ranks
a ,ncrment of crisiso

Ic our l-eft, the eneflyf
our: bold. lad"s all about
b e3rond" i t to,c ,

Slx ]iorrrs aftelr noon

lt is

But the hour find"s the man" Cal:a and still, bo1d. Cro,nvrrell c1ueIls
the rrsing f ear ainongst the men: replaces riread. a,na :oanio vfith liis
oriirl stel-I ay:.d. resolution" tsattie is- joined."

tr'ive hou-s aflgn_t]ggq
must confess, Diary, it goes hard. for ns"

shot, svuar;ling like fli es, are sore jtressing
long 11i11, atop it, anii in the va.ll-ey

by
to*

XIis proud lip curleo to a contemptuous sneer, Cronr.vell d.ashes
cra,yen i;1i g,'ilre to the o-ust at his f eet o o o o anc lvai ts.

Our cei1tre, t;,rirere stand T vrit]: Cro,:i,,ell, is gr.i evous ]iit too
i;hei:: br-rl.r.etts and cannonballs " fhe ir men, sirot an-i pikernen
gether, are }:usiring ever closer to our sc";,e triecl r&rl.i{s s

rn the impregnabre fas'bnesses to my ::igi:t, coino liaclc lou-d rsposlticns hav'e co't]e u:rCer enensr fire as the enemy nu;keteerg a,nd.
d.ragoons seize farm buildings and outlying .r,laIls" ?hej_r horse,great in nu:li:e:, and vuith the brutal Colotrel Gu-sj: anongst thei have
chasea our clragoons back tc the hil1s: anc others of t[eir horse,
and. f oot beside., 

- 
scenting grolruinq success, are Jressing Coln. lr,,lackloud- all along his line.

A hcrseman gallops irr, from these ]ri1Is"
A =essenger fron i,,iack trouc1"

'!He1-p, 1:elp, 1:elp o . i,t
'r fhey t r e co:ring to Eet {te o

'If t Is a disaster .- I said
'If hrow ln the res eryes o u I "
'rAband.on ghipoo;ti

trtao
ti:i. s uroul-d. happefl, r I,t

the

The time is comeo Cre:av,rell has sensed, withthat resorve and pe::ceplion li,hich has nade him a regend. amongst
our- men, th?t the lvi"o.BIs first cruel- onslaughts arE t,;aning"-Co)-oneLGyshls proud- and undisciplined horse,Een &r€ tlori,, scatterecj all aboutthe fielc: soine in pursuit of our first rines of ho1se, othe::srallyin.E as_ best they c8.I1e SbiI1 others are thenseives'fleeing, i1idisorder, vuhilst sone stil1 battle urravaifinglj ;"i,i*t the rocks anohll1y- crags u cn their_right, the horseroen of Prinz Terenz arebree*cing for.nation and. .riOing through their 0,l,r, iooi, ea..3er to joininanons1aughtthatiS,intruth,Ilread.ypastii'*,:.eignt"
Our reserves of horse, u:rcomnitt ed save f or one or tr,';o isola.ted.brushes, alriai'Ds t}:e cornma.::.d"

Crom'+relLs hand. fa1ls - trii€ chargeo

sid"e b"rr siae* stirr.up to stirrup, troo-u af ter tr:cop galloi: at thesrririing seethi-ng throng of eneffy horsl: r, , yo*g iornet of ho:rse,alongside croitt''telI hinself , as !-o;e burst ilto ancl destro{.eneny horsein uisarray, in the Iittte'vaite;i n"VonO Long HiIlo Besro.e f,s, otnertroope of f ronside horse senrl ,r:ole of 'prtnu Terenz rs inen to ilreirmaker, &s vre rrihirl past a surviving stand of their piiou., prinzlerenz hinself , ashen facecl iririth fEar, ,ie.* h;;-h.;; into theirnidst, seeking safety from the furyooi our charge"
U

t
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A.cri:ss the riide valley too " our reserve troops of horse tl:ere. at
Cronrcll rs co r:ancl and ilpatient f or the f::ajl, slrrie forl'uarci 6.t last
engaging and" shattering the horse of the brutal CoIoneI Gizsh l:imself"
Fierce the flghtlng there a.s our bi:ave nen, lea.cl by i:old Hazellriggts
troop engage truiee, or even thrice'their nu.inber: but .ralcrrr ancl thb
right ri;i1l ever prevail, and d"o so there, for. all_ olr loss€so

Iven in the craqgy cefiies f.r:on v,rhence sni;:e the shot of Coln* l,iirck
Loutj., lndic?tlons of n"ew fcuna resolrition ancl valour are energingo
Regiirients of his pikemen are actur"lly on their feet again, insteaa
of their faces, _and tE"_bolcrer- ano-ngst t_hem are c"escend.ing to again
confront their foesu Tncieed, the -farms from whieh his in€rr ii',,ere 6arlier
d"::iven are again. bein,g contested _by an especially embolded. reginent.fhe nind is blot';ing strongly: and cur viiay; Atop t]re rnind. Colni ],,[ackloacl?s voice carri--s, morE fir:nly rrotrra

' ;;I'utFl"l: it r,rr111 i'v9r$ out, after aIr,oI"
',f;.lliT"$rfr3u,,*E*lo,lu,,?H:E IB"f"'j?"iT; " ioor.ing roo
clever ncvuo o Irt

'r'[Ve co;ild actuall-y rnrin this battle, f think, ,,0;ith ]_ucl{"o I,,

crorlwell and. r excha.nge gialces - but say nothing"
Eight houfs aftel noon

The shadov'rs lengthen ac-T:oss the f ield no.r,'rr,

Diary; and- as bhe i,,tan of BlooC looks d.or+n across the valley he sees
only loriling d.ef eat, a" lost battle and- s. lost cronino

Ilis arf,T' still has it ts strenghs; he has stand.s of pikemen sti1l
flghting tn ti:e little vaIIey; Lieroically, ato,o and arorlrd trong lIill;
anci all aoout the fam:s in the big vaIIey" There ls stiIl e. troop of
Prinz t'erenz ts horse fightinlj - r:nd d.ef eating, sone of ou-r nu.:tber.
BrutaL Col.onel Gush boo, for ail- hls losses, stilL lia.s many horse:nen
s'uill- in the field agalnst ir.so fheir Suns stlIl rain thejr deail:f
load about us, and bring gor:d men fstrvo

Yet vuithall- they ar: beat, and- i,vel.l soo Ou:r nenr so long pen'b L1p iiy
Coln"l,,fack loud ln t]iei: rocky lair, surge anongst a.nd beyond t]:e farne
to our right, Our centre, hard hit by artillerie and. rcushets, none the
less h.olcLs fast; ancl acrcss long liil1 and. in the litt1e valley our
brave leil, foot and. horse toeether, rally for one great attack against
Prinz ?erenz Is last redoubtso Cronvuell and. I are together sti}l,-vrith.
a rallying troop of horse: ue ltave fou-ght our vv'ily clear th::ough a,
pitrrebloclc an<i. out the other sicleo

TI n trhd n4+ ^-4I)) @IUEI on

tr'eiru incleed are the tro
l,[.o"Bn 0f Ccrlonel Gush
are formed.: illch of hi

i{ie knor"r noi,v ti:at ne are cl_ose to total- victorie,
o-ps t.]:at ral1y sti1l to tl:e standa.rrl.s of ilre?s great array, scarce bnt soite sLr_ryivtrrg irorse
s foot is routed., cr dead.. ?he best ere no lnore e

In tlielr centre !t uir gulls still- i-i-re, and. vrrreak ti:eir tol1: and. a.toplong IIiIl, and. about it, stand stilI smaIl i:ancls of their ioot,pikemen and musllets together for a last stand.r tiri11, a solitary troojrof horseo

Beyonci, _il the Litrle valley, theJr are all slain, or ca;rturecl, Ourf oot and horse together liave overw]:el-med. such as'rrrere f eft tfrirl, ancl
vue have the field utterlyo

4
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A messengei" i-s s:;ied, co::ing to li,here Cro.:;t'rreli ?s stand.ard. flu.tters,
hard. by 6ur great -qlu1s at oi:r end. of long iIrli, lio, tt,ro nessengers
f seeo One from the enemy - and one from CoIn" },[ack f,ou.cl.

f vuill v,rrite their content as f read. the.ri to Crom'ti,uff"

f. , Sire,
You have d.efeateci us this da;r, a,nd" vire are beat. Yours is

the field and the glo::y, Pray accept our surrend.er and that of
signecl Co1" (tsrutal-) Gush

all our mena

Prinz Terenz of Brp:td.enburg o

fI" Sire,
-i never doubted for a moicent that llie r,Jould virrn a totally

bound.ress, orreri,rrhelmlng ana rna"i estic ',.ictorle, and. wr.,,irld. liketo be the first to congratulate you ior the smalr part you
,played in rir,hat you vti11 no d.oubt agree rvas a masterly trir:.n;thfor ny tactics and- stratagy in general, a.nd^ for rle ln particular,

signed Coln" ],[ack Loud."

I plopose- that the ne:lt A"G.L{" takes place ln tiie back rooao Thisv,;oull enable those that viish to take part coulcl j cin-in. ThcsE ttratdon?t could carry on p)-aying in thu n*r.i-n hall; " -

rt shoulo be pointed out that those vuho do not take part in the
A" G.I",{. can hardly criticise or complain about Crecisiins reached. atthe A. G.I',[.

fan I'osteru

rHE ITTIIE PEOPIE
By A. Gent "

As 15mm figares seein tcl be a.ppearing nore and rnore on the tables of
this wargames club I felt th.at an intervierry',,vith the cl-ubs leaciing
exponent of this size vuould. explain its nev\, founcl succe ss o Conse-
quently at one of the clubs sunday meetin.gs I found I,,{AI?yf}r igyS
holding en animated conyersation rvith the gas vuater lieater in the
corner of the kitcheno f lntroduced. myself and. announced.iry intention
of v;riting an article on l5mrn figures, anci upon hearin$ this I oou-j-C
j ust see hls eyes light up behind the inch 'bhiclc pebbl-e glasses,
Taking his elbovir I stealeo hin to a seat, sat hin d.ovLn and. proceeoed.
with the article belolv.

'rllfhat first ma.d.e you rsor/e into ti:is scaie?,,
itI happened to reacl an articLe in the 'Optieians Ga.zettet abou-t these
15mm figures,. saying how good- they uiere for business, sc I orcered.
a fevu thousand to start v,rith, you buy thei:l b;7 the pound., bJr the lva;.ro"

'I]/ttrhat vuas wrong v,;ith your 25iii:c range?"

5
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Il'li'r./eight for one thi.ng, i had to have the floo:: reinforced in nvvLrarga:ling rooj, costl'ob'vioiisly, ilie ii:,re- spunt-pii;til,g-r"n;" '6Y,troirrg
teruai.n the 1ist is encless to- such an enlill:t*n'"0-ir"rson as ayserf o:,
tl[rrhat then ) ave t]re ad..,rantages of your 15nr::r figures?,,
'I?o start with, the savrnai on the cost of paint, a line of z0 firu::es,on? l"o"g strolce wiil: the brush, three tinei i,,ith airreieni ..r;#;and' they are irainted to immacuiatu-"o"pLtiiion Jtanoiro" scenery isno problem, ireaps of dusb stuept off ti:-e ftoor to *rL. hills, anrl a,ca pinch tire fruff from the corners of trouser pockets can jre utiLised.as b::e es and. bush es ,rr
'IOf course the rrain ad.vantag" it the gain in silace, a norinal *a.meoan be playecl oL a beer natl and. a r"Eii;. bi;r game-"*rlt'[i'"rt*y..['one t eatray ,'r

'rAre there p,il;z 4-isadvantages to this soal^ that Jrou can thiruk of?,,
'rll9n9- reaIly, n:rind you there is a ru*arour going round. tha.t thepaini'ing af , and the pla,l'ing r,vith this size of figrzre is bad for tiree"rresight, but r i:elizE tiiis-is tot*iiv ;.proven.,,
There r had to close the intervievrr as rfaivin had. to reave, r helpedhirn to his feet as he picked. up r:iu-rrtri"io-stick, .*rrecr. for farcluinhis guicle dog, v'raved- ral goodbyl 

"no uu*il"*o lnio'tr-:e*r,iarl b1;. the door.

qFr 
-_E_ 

Atrilsrl:Is j,{ArgE _
By Rrissell IIanson"

rLrtract from the memolrs of General_ Ba.!-l-saker (of Tobnlk fame) .
r had the i;rnour to com.tan<l t}:e British forces in the Ard.ennes sectorat ilre time cf the Hun brea-i<il:rg,rgr, ii"ts++ near the enrr. of thegreat vuar to save freed.om ,rq*-a;;;.;;.y. Iiistorians r,;irr recarl that,af t er the innings in Nor th airi;; -;;;-iir.rfl -i -o,iJ"irrpoinr 

ed. crL;otainof the touring Ieai:r fo:.the last of firu-;JirJ,yi ffi;"f;;*,6ur Ameri_canallles v'Jere supposed- tc be i! the-*.i" team,- but r-Ja.w little of themin the A:'dennes- ?nd peri:aps r dtd ;#"*i** riruch ,. 11r"v clo not under_stand cricket^anct arL thu"s unsuited. to war" sLrf fice to say that. &smy .peration ,roer indi;#ed, -ilr"-daii*rrt 
arlies gou lilt to the.boundrv b;r thg suaden-;;;"y att""rr;;a;;"-B;i;; fiXi to rush to rheirresclle and put in sor.e pr"itv 

"iiiy""ri"iair.g to save *re sid.e"
As a glance at the m!}J rvill shor;ir it was obnrious tliai the Germanarnoured columns vuoul-d maic. a bee-iirru-ro, trre-r,ror[irern brid.,Ees acrossthe River ldouse in front of C:iX pOfrti inA-,-at I,I0ISAlrf . Tt:ese weretheir nearest cr?ssing poir.tu io"-J' irii. vreet- an&-'u,ir. furtherst fronrthe mass of'the "tmerifai-ui*, t, the far south nest.-rir"y 

'vo*l* ha,reto take these brid'ge*-i,"roiu".ttg a*"ri[""s could, counter-attack 1nforce, hording theil-ori-iilanwrrii"-*itfr"f *""u"* south I4rest of rES?0fr*,

6
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The Ger';:a,l &lill]olr.r 1rL;a,s Cistinctly fofnid.ah+e ancl i.r:ouI,j have l:rad. a.Ll.tlie acrvantages ln 6in encou_rTei-"0;,tliJ-iitn our opno 3..1 ,v-,,e,tther h,:groirncled' our 3ir force, sg this rtieans of a,:ri.esting tireir acivancehiaS tlnavailabIe" irie shoulci harre 'i;o ir-se ot -r irilSsed"r-rrti-Ile:-y eS 
-a

substitute f o{ alr poi,r,er. Jtlt.rlie.r:y, of coirrs o, doe s no1 have t1*flexi-bility of air potrier iri:j-ch can,'theoreticaify, -st.rir.* 
,nyw:.eenat tL:e C-ro;l of a hat"'ilhat v;e recluirecr r,-uas preliared positions and. a.kilring ground- where the eneiq\z B.r:ior1r ri:r&E b-oi,.::,L to ,|,0*,rr.,

1dy plan vrrrote itself real1y. it !,is,s obvious tlln.t the pl-ace tc d.ealrvith the enefiJz v'ias at the lrorthern b:.idges and. if re ilovec. fast
enough u,e should iust about have time to create bridgeheads on th.East banir and" clig in bef ore tireir colilinns ap;:ea::ed-; Eiii"o-f oio"* 

"

tr3"st of the llivcr l,'louse coula best !"1p by- causing the enenxy cle1e;,ur t wourcl have i of course. bcen easi er* to" have j"Et b1o,rrr, 6hebridges a.nd sat 1n d.efensive irrositi:ns on tl:e lir,ist banl,;, i:ut this
i,;oul-ii have de;:rir,'ed us or the possibility of counter atlacli a:rc
mig-ht have cncouraged. tl:e Gerieans to i.gncre us and., virith,s.cure fianki:to have launched an annihalatin;3 a'btacli on il:e Ai:reiicaneo

As illy Olreration Orcler jnciicates I itroverl my en'bire force,];asi- b:,, rga.dtowa::el.s DEiJ)I P0l'i?S, the briri.geheacl troors lv.ho had. f urin"sf - 
to go- 

-'
(ena gn the coleb:'ook Fi;.sil-i 6rs) r:oving- f irst, lvith my Tac |IQ anrJthe Divisiorrai Artillerr close behincl In4 tiie ar',^corr*h" cars--JnO.--iigirttanks of the ScuthboroirEh Illrssa::s i:rovirling a screen for the ti:::c_1,g;-heacis ancl repo::ting Arrled and. *n*i,ry activlty gast of 6re ri,,,er"
Ihe Southborough i{ussars r-rncler their galianb coru::alCe:: (l.f-ColoneIK. St " J d.e I', trrfolkes*1l"rther.'spoon - [noi,rn as ?Bimbo I to hls intiintesa.nd a scion of a fe,;nous Soubjrborough famj iy) performecl their fu*nctionadmirabry ana;:ressed their reconnfisance re,g-ardiess of cost tothenselveso fn pa,rticular they loeated rriha.t ruere thou-ght to be pet::oldumps iustltest of VOI-,IE\IE ancl aCjacent to the bri,igefleaA at mei-'square 85" r ord.er'ed their ima.ediate d.estruction to'-d en5, then ti theeneiny, but, inspite of heavy shelling ancl tri.rss3 froil the a.r:aioti.re1.,-raiJ, ":lrc! l.a-LIS,. to ignl-b:^ Srlb:eq.aent anai;;r;.i-s i"o-:if.* rl._rl ff::ne-re'veal eu tirat 'chese were no'L peI;rol- but Cocal-Col-a c.ra;os, tht; curiou-sliciuid. apparantry-for::ing the princrpar means of u*ui*rrr."u of our.{merican Allies I Gcrsran sclentisus had ad.etpteo.-i"ui" tan<s to-"un-on
!hls- fu--eL, rrvl:ic}: sholas to irhat straights theV ri;ere .r:e,j.ueed. in ti.efinal phase of the vua::o

Thu onl5z alteration in n;i cLe;lloyment as l-aii. down in,ry g.oeration
0:'der occured. v,ihen reconnaisancb indicated that the enlmy-r',,is fifefvto ir_egvily attacl'; the brldse at A6 first anci. I ordered. tLe ColebroorcFusiliers to reverse thelr-'dlspositions for tIe-btiageheaCs-to unsu".tha.t the stronges'b foree i.,,ias at JI6,

The Colebrool< Iusiliers dug in a,ncl uireG tjlleirlri;o l;riri.gelieaas inthenick of time a.rtd- the Southiiorough llussars f eIl back through theirpositlons with the gnern;/ arnoured. colur:ns close rcehincl. Ci" gro,r,p ofthg enery, disguised as Anericans in an Ailerisan half track'] a,tiemp-ted to bluff th,elr vray through ti:e A6 brid.gehead but, as r hi"d
?n-tici;:ated. such tactics the! r,i/ere ir:rme.diaf1.rr f ired i.pon and. killecl-.Subsequent examination of thb bocties shouecl" Ltrat som**had. a.ctu;II,'
!.u*n chelving gurn and wearing American i;nderr.rrear r;:rhich si:ows just iror,vthorougit the Germans can be.
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The battle cleveloped just &s I had anticipated." vrritli 'the enefl;r
arnoilrecl coliinuls beating their heacis against thd Bridgehead.s at A5
ancl- B5o ?he Divisional Artil-}er;r a.t A5 u;as able to en,gage targets
in both of these map s+uares and. to sr"riitch fire f::om one cquare to
the otirer as necessarJr* [he approaches to t]ie brio.gehea,l at ]16 yJere
soon Littered with knccked out ancl burnin,g Gernan armoured vehicles
ancl the Colebrook -Tusiliers \,,rere ooing fine el(ecution with their
anti-"tank flDrls o

liiie 85 briclgeheacl carf,sed me some anxie'bJi" Because of the na.ture ofthe grourcl the enemy was able to approach clcse to the bi:ioge Llllseen
i,:itlt the resu-lt that c-efensiye artillery fire a::rivecl lete lls Tigertanks attemptei to rush ti:e brid"ge" Some eilelqy arutoured. elements
reachei thz fet banli and cui'a.rtillery fire three quarters clestroy'ed.
the bridge" The bricgehca"i. cornilany of the Colebrook Iu-siliers on thefa:: bank tr,l.s 1ost, lrrrt, beca.uge of tiie ,:rrecarious sta,te Of the brlclge,the enery rxes unable to nra.]le L1,.: iris n:ind;rhether to try to sencl jrore
s.rnour across and risli it being cu-t off or stioic to the East ba,mk.Hi!_dithering n/as 9iltlncly to our aivantage for, if the icri,ige hacl
colIal.,secl, he vrroi,.1d have been free to send his armour to a,ttalic u.s
elsewJrere, wheras &s things stood. ue coulci cope lvith a f arther
ad.vatrce of the armou-r that had crossed. the river r,rith the support
gr:oup digging in to protect the Divlsional- rirtillery a.nc1 all- -our

&Jx3o11r' close at han<1 and u:rcolmiteci.

The Groombrici6e Rlfles had ti:le not only to dig in.qn,L r,-r,ire t]:eir
bridgeheact at llOrsAli'f bu-t to lay mines and produce a reallJr formic-
able d ef ensive position bef ore tire eneinJ/ n,ppeared , As the er&ljr 6ss
fi::m152 held at A6 andr 85 I sent the heavy Arnoured irorce tnrou.gh
NOISLIIT on a raid against the lpetrolI dunp at D4 vi;here I hoirel it
might catch enemy armour refueS-Iing" Strict j,nstructiond were issued.
to vvithd.raw if heavily oioroseir r,vhich proverl to be the case and. they
extricatecl themseL\"es rryitirout loss and took *oost beliin<1 ldOfSAIII as a
reserYe for that bridgehead..

Our battin; hold.ing iip r,reII anc. the eneiy borirling d.ecideoly losing
stean the time had cone to counter atta,ck" f ha"<i-held. 22 ji.rnoureci-
Brigade-in reserve at DE|J){ PO]it?S for t]:is pr.rposeo As a g1-ance a.t the
map iruiIl shour, a -breakout Sou-th lh.st from the A6 bricige rruoulcl ha..7e
the effect of both outflanking the enelu,/ in the l.torth-and threetening
the encircLen:ent of his forces in the loop of the river at NTSISAITT"
Such an atta,ck offerec. the best chance of-dealing the enemy a-Oelisive
blovu ano. enciing the m?bch ln ouf favour" I acccrciingly ordrereC ZEArmoured Brigade to ad.vance across the bricige at go-iha-;;rrienc; tlie
breaico ut o

Obsevers vrrill- bear uitn.oss to the terrific battering our ertill.ery
had. given. the brid.ge ri;ithout clestrop,ing it, IIJ, C;ig fJomnonC.*r-eol,bfArtillery) \i;as convinced that there" r,.;aE som.etting lir3ong v,rith thefuses cf oLlr shells and r und.erstand. this is stilf beii,? investiiia,terl.by a ii'ihitehall corynittee, The Gernan shell fr;-ses flsru clear1;:- '
e;rcellent for, before 2E Arnoureci Bcle had. got more tlian its leadlng
el-ernents across !1" bridge at A6 it rvas d.eEtroyed, the enejiz having
learned. f::om us the r,"alua of concentratecl artiiieiy firen
Darkness
lvlo us e sh

'l,r'est bank of tl:e
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able to instantly
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AlthoLrgh orr connter atta"clt at J!.6 hp"d been frustrated. for ilre time
!."ing the situation a-T clusll vras by no ne&ns u-nfavoarable" T had. hadthe foresight to equip rny force vrith arrphii:ious elemenf s (fucli'is--anO
-tsuff;.Ioes) vrhich cou1,1 re-su.pply the A.-r briclgehead ctrr::irr z 1:e nishhwhile pontoon 

- 
bridges vdere e_ibcied there, foi -r -uras--o"t"i,riii"a"tff"i

22. Arrnoured. Bce should resume its attack a,t first iigirto fhe remnantsof the Southbo_rou€{h I{ussars yrere ord-ered to patrol- t}Ie i,irest ba.nlc of'i;he rlver at N0r,salT?,clur.ing the night and. bhe Hea.r,y -rnoui.ed. rorceto cl?oss the river. a; night and. l-au:rch a hold-ing attacli a.i Oawnl--Y'Iith the cowlcl of hea.'",Y draffic on the DELX p0if?S - ]rl0fSli\rT roacl theenemy u:ould not ltnol'v lrhere our arrilour rrould. ap1f,€I&r at riaw.,r. i{e li;ou-ld.have to contain ali- three of the brid.geheads"-bt.-i"i'biative hadclearly passed lo us, the match l,,as vrf tirin oor gr*-p-and I oonsid.e,radthe opera'iiJn so far to hav'e been nine'uy five pEr."it successful,
0p erat ional Orter * Bri ti sh f'orc es

-Inf"ggmqlion

I Gernran armoured colunurs have attaclcccl lrilestl,;ard.s across the RfymTou-r, surpris|lg and. disorganising .Anerican forces as far '[r/est asfhe-RrVEt i,I0USU" fhe situatlon be[roreen the trruo rivers is flu.icr anc
nnfr tlld^/1v vrar L,-u vq 5

2u Our Armourecl
DE{X P0}irs (ar)
(at) 

"

Recceu }egiment (SU) is based
. Remaining British forces &re

aLu

1n
Nors.rJr (93) and
tl:e far North-,uest

3. An:erican reserves are in the far south*,uest (gi) a,ncl can beexBected to counter-attack in a ldorth-Iasterl;r dj-rection tolrrar6.s
FtrS?O,;,1,r8 (tlZ).

fnt enti on

he &ast bank
A6 ancl B5)
be d estroyed.

4" British forces virill- seize ano. hoLd brid"geheacls on tof the it"VER ,',IOUSI] at IT0ISAI,T'? (ng) ane ilU;- p0ITTS (
v,;here the enemy armour and. sup])orting infa,ntry ,rirr
on grouncl of ou-r o\'!'n choosingo

}'letbqd

5' SLI lvi1l patrol &.st of the RITIIR l,iOiISE by troops in an .,&.rrterlyand south-Easterl;r direction and. report bnemy-'*r.,i-irri 
",istrengths and movements " [hey iruiI]- it,i'bhd.ra*, iruhen selriousl;r opposed.and establish a screen for tire brid.geheads tt ai, -g6, 
C6 bno-"c+"

6o Renraining British Forces vuill illove llast by roadr in the fol1o,v;ingorder :

(r) zcn' in -transport and atta,chedi artlllery to DEu.{ pol,rr,s"
[tJ,9 I'iffS ooJ.!o Brd. support coJro and one fiefd bi;,r"-toestabiish briclgeheacl at BO and one coJr" &rre one fie1d.b-ty, at A6. AI1 trooics i.,,;i1l imneoiateiJi ai, in ani-*io"their front" Field artirlery to renain"on the rr,Iest ba"iiwithin eff ective cr.rrect fir.e,range of the brid.ges 

"H*S*u:*.trans.uort rniil1 riithclra.i,v*'into 
"oH.ror, ut iBrx

!Vl\-LrJ \J!U/.

(e) Tac iTQ anc1 Support Groul: to D.RTII pOfrlg (Ef) 
"

c)



Brigacle to DEU{ p0i.rTs (AS)

ish a
re a,ncl
the 1.''Iest ba.nk
bridges,r

(tr) Reavy Armoured }orce to DELrX POITTS (eS) force reserveo
(il iilain. Hc an(L amphibious and. aAnrinistrative elements toDtrI]I PO}TTS 

"

7 " Adinistration

Iro Allied troops vuiII be permittecl to pass throngh our positiolsolhey must sta,nd. and. fight where they are and. de1E5, the inenur. -

g_egrelLanct_Qont ro_1

B" I will control the battle from m5r Tac Hd,/Comma.nd post yehiole
vuhlch v*l11 be in d.irect rad.io cornilunioation with aIl. subordinate
cor,uranders rruho iririll-ireep me fully infornred- of e,.ll- signlficentdevelopments on their front.o

BalLsaker. General-.

4-!vryr_

X'or SaLe:

Alrfix I'[agazine, Ap
only f

I,IodeI Sold.ier L{agazine,
cnl-y fl5 "00

ril L9?3, September 1975"
6.50 orrteoo

1'/o1 Lrl,IoI - VoI ?rNol2.
OelloO"

Ground Defense Iniernational 1,,fagazine, Ifos 65 - ?b"
only f,Er0O oorloor

Ap;:ly Jeff Gold.smith *

ro

/-\lZ) Dl.'risiona.l,Arti11ery. to.Dllt_ni pOl.tTS (eS) ul:ere they w11Itake post to cover tt:e biitljeheeAs a.t-jio -dnci-tsb;"'
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